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Choir student, Jessica Dalebout (Jr.), is the choir 
student spotlight for this issue. Dalebout wanted to join 
choir because she loves to sing and perform. Her favorite 
song that they have recently sang in choir was “I Return To 
Music” by Kirby Shaw “It was upbeat, jazzy, and we got to 
freestyle dance it too,”  
     Dalebout said. She tells a funny choir story that hap-
pened last year, “Last year I had a cold when North 
Thurston Choirs went to Festival. I sang well through our 
first two songs, but in the middle of our finale I started 

coughing loudly and couldn’t stop. Luckily it wasn’t heard 
on the audio recording!” Dalebout says, “I will continue on 
with choir, because music is my greatest passion and Ms. 
Sybouts is a fantastic teacher.” 
     The choir students want to remind North Thurston High 
School students that they, along with the band and the or-
chestra, will be having a winter holiday concert on Dec. 12 
at 7 p.m. in the Koval Center for the Performing Arts.

Student Spotlight: Choir by Jasmine Contajioso

     The film “Pitch Perfect” revolutionized the art of a 
capella singing.  Once thought of as a high school and 
college activity group, this take on singing has now be-
come mainstream in the entertainment world.  One group 
in particular has taken the concept and ran with it; they 
are Pentatonix.  
     The co-ed a cappella group was started by friends 
Kristin “Kirstie” Maldonado, Mitch Grassi, and Scott 
Hoying at Martin High School in Arlington, Tx.  The 
group decided to enter a radio contest to meet the cast 
of “Glee” and put together a version of Lady Gaga’s hit, 
“Telephone”, but did not win the contest.  However, the 
cover song sparked attention and the trio started perform-
ing at school.  
     They continued performing after the cover gained 
notoriety on YouTube as well.  After Hoying and Maldo-
nado graduated, Hoying heard about the TV competition 
“The Sing-Off” from a friend and persuaded Grassi and 
Maldonado to participate with him.  When told that they 
needed at least four people, the group recruited Avriel 
“Avi” Kaplan and beatboxing cellist, Kevin Olusola.  The 
group went on to win the third season of “The Sing-Off.” 
After Pentatonix won, they started performing covers of 
popular songs such as “Somebody That I Used To Know 
ft. Kimbra” by Gotye and “Gangnam Style” by PSY.           

      The group hopes to be the first to mainstream a cap-
pella performing.  “I like that they can stay in harmony 
without instruments and I enjoy their covers of songs 
and the twist they put on each one,” devoted fan Keadrin 
Dick (Sr.) explains.  
     The group released their first EP, “PTX Vol. 1,” which 
charted at #14 on the Billboard 200 Chart and started 
their first headlining tour, which sold out in 30 cities.  
The groups popularity garnered a second tour in early 
2013 and a widely popular cover of Imagine Dragons’ 
“Radioactive” with violinist Lindsey Stirling that debuted 
at #1 on the Billboard charts in the classical digital songs 
category.  
     Pentatonix has continued to grow in popularity over 
the past year.  Recently, the group released their third EP , 
“PTX Vol. 2,” on Nov. 5, featuring covers of Macklemore 
and Daft Punk as well as original songs.  The group pro-
moted the album release on the “Ellen DeGeneres Show” 
with a medley of Beyonce hits, which was seen by the 
seasoned performer herself.  The group will be perform-
ing in Seattle on Feb. 20 at the Paramount Theatre.  
The group is single handily mainstreaming the art of a 
cappella performing.  What was once thought of as some 
college activity is now growing in popularity across the 
entertainment industry. 

Pentatonix by Megan Wilson

     On Feb. 11, 2014, everyone who is registered 
to vote will have an important choice to make, 
and it could be the start of something very big at 
North Thurston! Rumors have spread about the 
possibility of a remodel here, and these rumors 
will only become fact if the bond proposal passes. 
The proposal is meant not just for North Thur-
ston High School, but for the whole district, and 
if it passes, the district receives $175 million in 
funding. That’s a lot, even when you split it up 
amongst different schools. Our school hasn’t had 
a remodel since around 1984, so we’ll be one of 
the top priorities. 
     For North Thurston High School alone, there 
are huge plans, including building a whole new 
gym (and turning the existing one into brand new 
classrooms to eliminate portables), new comput-
ers, and extensive upgrading. Every school (and 
every student) deserves the new safety advance-
ments, functional science labs, etc. that the 
administration is planning.  

     All 21 North Thurston Public Schools will 
benefit immensely from the financing, especially 
N.T.H.S., so don’t doubt for a minute that it’s 
worth it. Based on district calculations, it will 
cost the average homeowner less than $50 a year 
to help us out. Our music teachers are advocating 
for improved choir, orchestra, and band rooms, 
and just about everyone enjoys the idea of get-
ting rid of portables and having an amazing new 
gym. Mr. Rood notes, “Our building has served 
our community well for the past 30 years. The 
construction of a new building would be a huge 
asset for the community and enhance the learn-
ing environment for North Thurston students for 
years to come!” It’s a phenomenal amount of 
money, yes, but we will do phenomenal things 
with it. If you want to know more, the district 
website has more detailed information about what 
plans have been made. So tell your parents to vote 
-- be a part of this!

Ram Remodel by The RamPage Apprentice

Keadrin Dick (Sr.) enjoys listening to 
Pentatonix in her free time. 



 For me, growing up, the holidays meant that we would break out the Oakridge Boys and 
the Elvis Presley Christmas albums while we sucked down peppermint hot chocolate and deco-
rated gingerbread cookies. My mom and I would dance around the kitchen to Mariah Carey with 
the volume turned up so loud we could barely think. This time of year reminds everyone about 
our past, and the music brings up old memories. This was the one time of year where we’d take 
a break from “Oops!... I Did It Again” and *NSYNC, and so with that, I decided to compile a list 
of cheesy pop favorites we’ll all remember from our childhoods. 

1. “Thriller” by Michael Jackson
2. “Just Dance” by Lady Gaga
3. “Bye Bye Bye” by *NSYNC
4. “Breakaway” by Kelly Clarkson
5. “Right Round” by Flo Rida
6. “4 Minutes ft. Justin Timberlake” by Madonna
7. “Complicated” by Avril Lavigne
8. “Don’t Phunk With My Heart” by The Black-Eyed Peas
9. “The Great Escape” by Boys Like Girls
10. “I Kissed A Girl” by Katy Perry
11. “That Girl” by Ne-yo
12. “Crazy In Love ft. Jay-Z” by Beyonce
13. “Hey Ya” by OutKast
14. “Gold Digger” by Kanye West
15. “Sexy Back” by Justin Timberlake
16. “In Da Club” by 50 Cent
17. “Single Ladies” by Beyonce
18. “Get The Party Started” by P!nk
19. “Best of You” by The Foo Fighters
20. “Yeah!” by Usher
21. “Hollaback Girl” by Gwen Stefani
22. “Rehab” by Amy Winehouse
23. “Party in the U.S.A.” by Miley Cyrus
24. “Drops of Jupiter” by Train
25. “Pocketful of Sunshine” by Natasha Bedingfield
26. “All The Small Things” by blink-182
27. “Teardrops On My Guitar” by Taylor Swift
28. “Bring Me To Life” by Evanescence
29. “Hey There Delilah” by Plain White T’s
30. “Milkshake” by Kelis
31. “Get Low” by Lil John
32. “Dontcha” by The Pussycat Dolls
33. “You’re Beautiful” by James Blunt
34. “Before He Cheats” by Carrie Underwood
35. “Drop It Like It’s Hot” by Snoop Dogg
36. “Lose Yourself” by Eminem
37. “Bad Romance” by Lady Gaga
38. “Thong Song” by Sisqo
39. “Stacy’s Mom” by Fountains of Wayne
40. “Unwell” by Matchbox Twenty

Songs That Strike a Chord by Jada Cerniwey

 Although the dark was no longer complete, it 
was still quite pitch. Carrack strained his eyes to glimpse 
more features of his captors. They were tall and strong, 
and the rough skin of their hands abraded his arms as 
they dragged him through the halls against his will. He 
could make out nothing more than the shape of their 
heads, seemingly black orbs in the deep shadow. In his 
panicked state, his mind raced to horrific mythic lores, 
questioning wildly what they had done to him and what 
they yet still were going to do. 
 He was finally taken to a large room, the size 
of which he could not perceive. Even with his improved 
vision, the cavernous room seemed to stretch on forever. 
The room was filled with row upon row of what he could 
only make out to be large boxes, the vast number of 

which stretched off into the vague darkness. His captors 
hauled him through the rows for quite some time before 
stopping in front of one box, the same as all the others. 
One of the aliens pressed a hand against the front of the 
box and the glowing outline of a doorway appeared. Car-
rack’s eyes widened in amazement. 
 The door swung itself open to reveal an illumi-
nated interior, a closet-sized room with only restraints at 
its rear. They shielded their eyes for a moment from the 
gentle glow as if it were brilliant daylight before forcing 
Carrack into the chamber and affixing the straps. Seeing 
them for the first time in the light, he could only stare. 
Their infinitely pale skin was irregularly marked by scaly 
ridges. Their bodies were naturally hunched and they had 
sharp, spiny protrusions on their elbows and knees. They 

squinted their eyes in the light, and Carrack could see no 
pupils, just dull white. 
 He fought more, but his struggles had made him 
weak and the aliens were seemingly tireless. In moments, 
he became stuck to the rear wall of the box, strapped in 
and unable to move. They retreated and the door closed, 
but the light remained. Carrack waited, unable to do any-
thing else, and as mere seconds passed the temperature 
dropped. He watched the mist of his breath flow forth in 
pluming clouds. It grew colder yet, and he shivered in 
his bindings. The moisture in the room condensated and 
froze right before his eyes. Before a minute had passed, 
his shivering ended and he found he could not move. He 
was freezing solid, and soon he was again unconscious.

Comet Tail a continuing story by Gage Buck

 According to top10thebest.com here is our top 
male and female singers of 2013 along with their latest 
songs posted up on YouTube.

Male:

5. Chris Brown: Love More ft. Nicki Minaj 
4. David Guetta: Play Hard ft. Ne-Yo and Akon 
3. Maroon 5: Love Somebody 
2: Psy: Gentleman M/V 
1. Bruno Mars: Gorilla

Female:

5. Nicki Minaj: High School ft. Lil Wayne 
4. Taylor Swift: Everything Has Changed ft. Ed Sheeran 
3. Lady Gaga: Do What U Want ft. R. Kelly 
2. Rihanna: What Now 
1. Adele: Skyfall

Top 10 Artists of 2013 
by Jamine Contajioso 

Unscramble each of the clue words. Take the letters that appear in boxes and unscramble 
them for the final message.

Top 20 Artist Puzzle by Lucas Johnson

It’s the Christmas Season so this is a good time to talk people into 
seeing a Christmassy movie.  The movie Frozen is a fantastic Disney film that 
although sounds cold is actually a very warm-hearted delight.  This film is set 
in a fictional world of kings and queens, and magic.   
 The movie follows the protagonist Anna as she tries to bring her sister 
Elsa home, back to the kingdom of Arendelle.  Along the way Anna meets a 
guy named Kristoff and his reindeer Sven who decide to help her in her jour-
ney, as well as a comical little snowman named Olaf. 
 Like most Disney films such as Aladdin or the Lion King, this film is 
musical, the characters sing some catchy songs and Olaf especially has a funny 
one minute song about summer.  During their quest the characters encounter 
another snowman but this one isn’t as nice as Olaf; it’s very mean and attacks 
the four, some can even compare it to the Abominable Snowman.  There are 
also some quirky trolls that give Anna and Kristoff some important informa-
tion about what to do during their adventure.   
 The songs and fantastic animation add to the enjoyment of watching 
this movie, and a great voice cast helps to put the music into the movie.   Fro-
zen is rated PG for some action and mild rude humor, if anyone decides to go 
see it then I hope you enjoy this light-hearted Disney film.

Frozen Review by Wyatt Sinnett


